


VICTOTIIA, MONi/AJ APETL 25 1898. 



PRICE 5 CENTS. 




Eeserves Right of Privateering and Will Or- 
ganize Fleet of Auxiliary Cruisers. 



Neutral Merclianclize Not Contraband Safe Even 
Under Enemy's Flag. 



^City of Paris" Not. Captured— American SMps 
in Mediterranean Coveted. 



Mailriil, April 24.— The following do- 
•croo v:i\s {.'iizettod to-day: ' Diploiiuitic 
Tolntions are broken hetwoon Spain and 
■the TJiiilud Status and the state of war 
being begim between the two countries, 
numerous questious of international law 
;arisc, which must bo precisely defined, 
fhiolly booaufco the injustice and provo- 
cation come from our adversaries and it 
is to they who, by their detestable con- 
duct, have caused tliis grave conllict. 

The decree then says Spain maintains 
her right to have recourse to privateer- 
ing and announces that for the present 
only auxiliary cruisers will be litted out; 
.all treaties with the United States are 
.annulled, thirty duys arc given to Unit- 
ed States ships to leave Spanish ports 
and the rules Spain will observe during 
the war are outlined in five clauses, cov- 
•ering neutral llags and goods, contraband 
of war, what will be con.sidercd a block- 
ade, the right to search and what con- 
stitutes contrabaud of war, ending with 
saying foieign privateers wUl be -re- 
garded as pirates. - v 

ContiuiHug the decree reads: "We 
have observed with the strictest fidelity 
the principles of international law and 
liave showu the most scrupulous res- 
,pect for morality and the right of gov- 
•ernment. There is an opinion that the 
fact that wo have not adhered to the 
• declaration of I'aris does not e.venipt u.s 
from till.' duty of n^sjiecting the princi- 
ples therein enunciali;d. T\n) principle 
Spain uni(Ui'siii,niil.ily n^fnscd to admit 
then was the aboiiliun ol' privateering. 
'I'he government now considers it most 
indispensable to make absolute reserve 
on this point, in ordcj to nniintain our 
Jiborly o£ action and i-iglit to have re- 
course to privateering wliiMi W(? eonsiilcr 
it o.\])edient ; first, by organizing ini- 
junliately a force of cruisers auxiliary to 
the .navy, which will.be composed of ves- 
sels of our mercantile iildrinc, and witli 
OQual distinction in ttie work of our 
nayy. 

Clause 1.— The state -of war existing 
between Spain and the United States an- 
nuls the treaty of peace -.and amity of 
October 127. 170.5, and the protocol of 
January 11', 1877, and all other ngree- 
mcnts, treaties or conventions in force 
between tlie two eoiinlries. 

(.'lausi' 11. — l'"riini the publirat ion oC 
thi.'se piTscnls tliirly dnys are granted 
lo :dl ships of the United States an- 
elun-ed in our harbors to take their de- 
. partnre I'rei' of lilndranee. 

(JJaune Xol withslaniliug that Spain 
h.'is not adhered lo the declaration ntl 
Paris, ilie government, res}iecting the 
priucipliis of the law of nations, proposes 
to observe and hereby orders to he ob- 
served, the following regnlations of 
niarilime law: 

1. — iN'eiilral Hags cover the .Cncmy's 
mi rchtindisc, exicpt rcjiilraband of war. 

2. — Ni.Mltral nienliainlisc. excej)t coii- 
traljanil of w.-ir, is iicii sid/.;ibli', under 
the enemy's (lag. 

o.'-.V lii(i<-ka<ie to be obligatory nmst 
be^ rffeetive, viz: it must be maintained 
wilh sullicient force to prevent access 
fo tlie I'neniy's littoral. 

■1. — Till' Sp.'iuish governnieiil. upbolil- 
ini' it.s riglit lo ;.'raiit letlei-s of iiKii-qiir, 
will at iiresent (online itself to organis- 
ing, with the vessels of the mercaniile 
marine, a force of auxiliary cruisns 
which will co-oi)erate with the navy, aet- 
ing according to the needs of the cuin- 
liiijgii, and will be under navy coutrol. 

fi.— In (U'der to capture the enemy's 
ships and eonfiscile ilie enemy's mer- 
chandise !ind eonlraband of \v:ir unib-r 
wliatever form, llie auxiliary rniiKcrs 
will exercise Ilie righl of Koar'eli on the 
high seas and the walws under the 
enemy's jurisdiction, In aeeo.'-dance wilJi 
international law and the regulatiujis 
which will be iiulilisbed. 

Ij.— Belines what is included Jn contra- 
himd of war, naming weapoiit-, .aniniuni- 
tion, .equipments, engines, and jn gen- 
eral all the appliaiie<B used in war. 

J.— To be regarded and judged as 
JplTAtpg, yrjlth .oil tkc r\^QX .oX Uie tesr, are 



captains, masters, oflloers njid twn- 
thifds of the crew of vessels which, not 
being American, shall commit acts of 
wiir against Spain, even if provided -with 
letters of marque issued by the United 
States. 

SPAXrsn REFORTS. 

Madrid, April 2-1.— A cable dispatch 
Jias been received from Capl.-Cieneral 
Blanco saying the United States squail- 
rou apjiroached on Friday night williin 
hvo miles of port and then disappeared 
in a nortlierly direction. 

Attantion is called to the fact that tlie 
cable south of Cuba, which fije United 
States forces are credited with intend- 
ing to cut, belongs to a Hritish company 

It is believed that the squadron ad- 
mnals nt their meeting yesterday ap- 
proved of a plan' of campaign against 
t he United States. All information on 
the^ subject naturally is refused. 

1'ho rush to change paper currency for 
silver has ceased. thus ending the -mone- 
tary crisis. 

A high odlcinl n.ssorts that the powers 
are still conferring with a result which 
is^expoctod to benefit Spain. 

The itone of the Uortugucse press is 
friendly .to .Spain and it is said demon- 
strations in favor of Spain have been 
made before several United States con- 
sulates. 

• The Imparcial prints a list of the Am- 
erican ships in the Jlcditerrancan, 
pointing out that they would be easy 
prey for the Spanish war ships. 
. Miidrid. April 21, (Miduight)-An offie- 
ijil dispatch from Ilavan;: dated Satur- 
day says: "The Italian man-of-war Gio- 
vanni itausan has outered the .port and 
been received with an ovation; Three 
siisiiecied steamers show themselves at 
nightfall." 

-Al.'iny rumors are alloat as to .Mplures 
on bolli sides. 'I'll,, jiapci's «,ii-ii the 
populace not ti. be elated or drpressed bv 
Miili stalenicius, insisting that niauv o"f 
tiieiu orij.-i„.-ii,. on foreign liour.sr.s" for 
gambling purposes, i'r.diahlv (iie fa.-t 
tliat the cabinet council was in lil in the 
mormng instfiid of this afternoon as 
nid be(;n iirrangod, means that news 
lias been received necessitating prompt 
■ i< lion, but nothmg has been divulged to 

, TUK oiry OF PAni.'^. 

AIndriil, April 2-1. (IT a.m.l-li \r. said 
liat at the meeting of the cabinet just 
111 ill, inirtructions were issued to effect 
III; capture of the American liner City 
111 ]':ins. / ' 

l'.l,f)CKAnK OPERATIOXS. 

Key W'l SI, .\pril 21— Wlion tlie Daunt- 
less lell tl]e main lli.'ct under K(>;ir Ad- 
niiral Sampson at .::.:].-| o'ebick on l"rl- 
<biy aflernoon wlnit seennd a lliiiruiigli 
blockade of Havana liad beon snceess- 
flUly inaugurated. The lleet evti'inied 
.along the fihore for fully twentv miles 
m the following order, running west tn 
east: iVIayllower, Iowa, jN'enport, Oe- 
troit., Warblehead, Indiana, .New Yor k 
and Wilmington, with 'the torpedo lioal 
I'lirter attending the flagship. 

.Morii) Casile and the city of Iljivnna 
aiT III go. ill view from the llagship with 
I lie glasses, but the coast, .-is is alwavs 
tlie_case, is c.n.ereil uilb a li.-ize. 

.\o news of wliat is orru rrim.' in (lie 
iil'irkailrd oily li.as liri'ii obtalneil .■in. I the 
iii'usp.'ip,.!- iiii-ii are equally in dnidil .'is 
III 111" intent i<iiis of Kear .Vdiiiiral 
Saiiipsi.n and tin- United Stairs gov.Tii- 
nienl . 

Soon after t» o'clock yesliM-dny tln' .\iii- 
pliritiir, I'liritan, (;in(ii)iiali.' Castinr. 
.Marinas, and Hire,? torpedo lioiils, ;ifti>r 
liiiicb iiiliM-r-liange of sigiiiils jiarted eoiii- 
pany with the flagship, sailing in a 
northwesterly direction, presumahl.^ to 
blockade Matanzas, Cardenas and siigua 
La Ornndo. 

TltEASUllR UnOM TIAVAXA. 

X''W York, April 21— T'lie steamer City 
of 'Wasbi.nglnii, from Uavaiia, arrived 
here to-ilin, briiiging [)'> p.acsengers, Iwo- 
lliirds of tb»in women anil diililreii. She, 
was the last vessel to liiive ll;ivaiia be- 
fore the UntU-d States IK-.-! rftablislied 
the blocVitde, Utaving doi)arled last Wcd- 
rK'Bda.v. She 'brought l,t«»0,000 francs 
,.oX Fxeucb jboIxJ jmd .a geaerai mrm- 



:minor incidents. 

Five warshijis belonging to the United 
States squadron, aceoiniKinied by two 
store sliiiis, have left Hongkong under 
sealed orders, The United States cruis- 
ers Olympia and Baltimore will await 
the arival of the United States consul, 
Mr. O. F. Williams, from Manila and 
will follow the lleet. 

The Foreign Enlistment act has been 
proclaimed. 

. The governor of Hongkong has issued 
a neutrality proclamation as to the 
United States and Spain, It is similar 
in terms to those already proclaimed by 
.Jamaica and Newfoundland. 

'The American lino steamship New 
York has arrived at New York She 
bi 'ought neither passengers, mails, nor 
cargo. The vessel left Southampton on 
April It;, and experienced heavy weath- 
er throughout an otherwise uneventful 
voyage. 

The London newspapers issued war 
extras all day Sunday but with little 
news in them beyond the since disputed 
statement that Morro Cru.qlc guns had 
opened fire upon the United States licet. 

Ihe French society for the assistance 
of wounded soldiers has donated .$10,000 
and has opened a subscription for the 
purpose of aiding tho American and 
Spanish red cross societies. 

The old Spanish iron-clad Xumancia, 
winch has been under repair.s lit Toulon, 
hranco, for months [last, left on Satur- 
day for Barcelona under sealed orders. 
Her repairs not being coTuplctod she wa.s 
lowed by the Spanish steamer Cabonao 
from :Marseilles, starting in the darkness 
in order to escape observation. 

■}i .resolution formally declaring war 
will be presented in congress to-dav 

Queenstown, April 25.— The tliirtv- 
knot Spanisli torpedo boat dostrovi'r 
Audaz passed Roche's Point at o:45 a'.m 
to-day (Monday) going fioaward, after 
dnrk" Ql'PL'nstown dry- 

UlCII PRIZES TAKEN. 
K-y '\\-,..st. Flu., \,,ril 21.-The lleet 
eaptiireil another liri/e vesleril.'i v after- 
noon, tlie schooner .Mathilda, of I'laviina 
llie si'lioouer was taken by the torpedo 
boat Purler, after a livelv ehas,. dur- 
ing which a number of solid shots were 
hred. A prize crew from the Ihigsliip 
w.-is put ou board tlie schooner, but nl) 
ship could bo spared to tow her, and 
she was brought into Jiey M'est in tow 
ot the Associated -{Press dispatch boat 
iJauntless, winch arrived nt midnight. 

J he Dauntless reports that tho lleet 
has been divided. The Nashville and 
tlie Machias or Castine sailed west at 
JO o clock yesterday morning, while the 
Aniphitnte, the I'uritan and Cini'lmiali 
and the Castiue or .Mucliias sailed east 
later, i la- ,-L.st of the lleet at ;>::!(J this 
alteinoon was blockading Havana which 
IS ilistant ten miles to the southward. 

Still another prize was brought in hero 
thi.s morning by the United Slates gun- 
boat ilolemi, Comniiindi'r W. T Swiu- 
buni. She turneil out to be the Spanish 
s eamor Jliquel Jover, hound from New 
urieans for Barcelona, -with a cargo 
amounting to about two thousand tons 
of cotton and Bt.aves. She has a crew .if 
J- men and the pri;;e is oslimalcd to be 
woMii ,V|n(l,(Hll(. Her cargo alone is 
worth .^T.-.lf.UIIII. She belonged to the 
i iiullo bne, of Barcelona. The Helena 
dill not sail with the Meet on Fridav, but 
remaine.l here until yestenlav v.liiie she 
steamed .,ut to sea. When she was 
cruising ali.iut l.-.O miles in a southwest- 
erly dire.-iion. the .Inver. steering in a 
souiheasterly eonrse. hove In .si^du earlv 
morning. The H.'leua lireif a bl.-ini; 
and the Spanish lioat inslantlv 
ihe gunboat then put a luiz'e 
mariiii's, one engineer 



thi 
shot 
hove to. 

crew of twelve 



, • iiiariiii's, one engineer 

and sixteen blue jackets on board the 
•lover under tbp command of Ensign 
-MeLell.iii, wjp had with him Ensigns 



Davis 
convoy 



22 f, 
I 'or I 



nnd McFarland. The guul,„„u 
the prize into port. The .Jov. r 
was hound from Now Orleans for Bar- 
celona, vm Havana. 

-According to tho Bureau Veritas, the 
-^Ininel .lov..,- is ,, Spanish .steamer 
^^lll'•h .laile.l fi-om (),-|oaiis on .\|i,il 

"• I.arr-elona. She was f.,rmerlv the 
l>enis.iii. is barl; rigtreil of ."ill 
tons net regisl.T, and was built at NVw- 
easlii England, in 1S77. She is .17(1 
['■' < long, has 42 feet beam, and is 2U 
11 1 I '.) inches deep. 

Key West. April 21.— The l^iiaiiish 
lrans-.\ihii,ii|. ..it,.;,niiM- Cataiina was 
'•aptureil to-day twelve miles from ll.i- 
yana by the cruiser Detroit and has 
just arrived here under a prize creu. 

Till' AssoiMate.l I'ress b.>at Daunll.'ss 
arrive.l in this li.arli.ir yester.lay liel'i.rr 
iiiidiiiglii, having in tow the lirs't sailiiiL; 
vr-sel pi izi' ..f the campaign, the seho.m- 
I'l' .Mailiilil.'. ..r Havana, si.xty ions. 
I.iailril wilh nun. 



-M..biii'. .Vjiiil 21. .\ spr.'ial from Ri- 
IonI. .Miss., says: ■'Thr r.'veiiiir ruttcr 
.M.ui.iiia friini .Mobile e;iptiireil the Span- 
ish sii'iiiiiiM- .'-Jatwiniiia at Ship Island. 
.\Iiss.. ill on(> o'clock (o-ilay, but. will 
llikely havt.' to remain in quarantine 
uilh the prize until the time of qutiran- 
tiiii' is out, to-morrow or next day. 

New Yiirk, April 21. — A .sjieciiil from 
Key AVest s!i;.,. The Unitnl States 
gunboat Wiljiiiiigton brought in the 
Spanish s'-lio.iu.q' (jandida with a deck- 
l.i.i.l of cliai-coiul intended for Havana, 
Wl.i're it is very valuable for fuel. 

'Dlie' Antoine. a sugar schooner, was 
sent to Key W;'.-: with a prize crew of 
U>ar meu auiar Cad«t Diiboiw<< 




Blockading Squadron Takes for Prizes Several 
Spanish Freight Sliips. 



First Seizure Eeferred to European Powers as 
Act of Piracy and Unlawful. 



Guns of Morro Castle Eeported to Have Opened 
Fire on the Hostile Fleet. 



On board tho Flagship, off Havana, 
April 2.'!. |2 a. in.)— Morro Castle ojieiied 
lire on the llagship squadron of tho Unit- 
ed States at 11 o'clock last night. About 
ton shots were sent in the direction of 
the American ships but none of them 
took effect, and no sboi.s were fired in 
return. 

'Tlie Spaniards had evidently seen the 
liglits of the New York while the hitter 
was signalling to a ship of the squadron. 
Tho firing was reported by the ollieer 
of the deck. Ensign R. Edie, to Capt. 
Chad wick, who was asleep at the time. 

The young olllcer asked the captain, in 
somewhat excited tones, whether tho 
New York hadn't better iliscontinue sig- 
nalling. "No," muttered Capt. Cbad- 
wick, with the utmost coolness, "there 
is no necessity for sloiiiiing the signals; 
go ahead." A little later (J:ipt. (.'hadwici; 
was on tlur forward bridge from wlieiice 
hi' watched the tongues of llTimo shoot 
up from Morro Castle. He glanced in 
the direction of the Spanisli fortili<'e- 
tioiis for a few seconds and then turned 
his b.ack on them, and went back to his 
lied perfectly certain that tho Spaniards 
could do^io damage at five miles, -(vhich 
was then the approximate distanec of 
the flagship from Jlorro Castle. There 
WHS no excitement on board -the fiagsliip 
during the Jlorro Castle's slight attempt 
at gunnery. 'I'lie diseipline was reallv 
splendid. In fact at this hour inanv 
Iieojile on board the llagship do not know 
that Spain's first guns of the war have 
been lired, and Unit the New York was 
their target. 

.\li'riii Castle liglit. which was burnii/g 
all the evening, was put out at midnight. 
The Spaniards (•videiiilv realized, al- 
Ihouth rather late, tli.a't the sole use 
of Morro light up to that time had been 
to serve as a guide (or the lleid of the 
United States. 

NO FIRlNn. 

Key West. Fl:i., April 21, i2:r!0 p.m.)— 
Acfoi-ding to the dispatch boats which 
h.ave just reached this port fmni the 
I'liiled Slat 's tleet. the bloeade of 11a- 
v.ina coiiliiiues. Init otherwise Ihe situ- 
ation is uiielianged. (,'ontrarv to re- 
piiits previously ri'ceived Ihes'e boats 
say tliat nut a shot has yet breii lireil. 
THE .\Pl'i:OA(;iI 'J'O HAVANA. 

The capture of the Spanish steamer 
Pedro ;iiiil the iiieideiits alteiidiiig mi the 
squadroii'.s .appearanre lii'fnre Havana, 
already reported brielly in these dis- 
liatehes. form an iiiteiiselv interest ing 
inilial eliapler nf llir. liistorv of the w.ar. 
.Vboiu. l:;;il p.m. yestenlav. wliiu Ha- 
vana was lifleen miles ilisl;int. the 
sijuadron was sigjialled into balllr r,.riii- 
■ iiiioi of double column the Nrw Yiolc 
le.iding the battleships ninl the Cincin- 
iiati leading the cruisers and gunboats, 
■lust ;is tli(> evolution was completed, 
tile following signal was posted on the 
llagship: •'Disregard inovemonts of com- 
ma niler-m-rliief." Sinnillaneouslv ('.apt 
<'h:iihviek sent Ciii.q- Hn-incer 'Met 'on- 
iirll this message: •■(,', q i,|i :ill th,. si. .am 
y.iu .-an: a strainer has li.'cii slghtrd an. I 
llie admir.il wishes to e.i|ilnre her." A 
few momeiils later smoke was p.niriiig 
''■"111 all lliree the New York's fim- 
iiel.s an. I shi- stood away to lh.. s.uiili- 

/The sipiadrrin. led by fh,> Io\v:i, e,,o- 
tinueil .ill its course, beading in a soutli- 
weslerly direction. The .\"ew York was 
soon ti-aring through tlie wain- at a 
riipidly increasing sjieod and w.as fast 
.caving the squadron in her rear. 

Away in tho distnnco, close under the 
niist-covered hills of Cuba, midway ho- 
twi'en llav.-iiia and Matanzas, could bo 
•l^een the outlines of a largo stoniner. 
lieading to the eastward. Then the old 
cry ol- A e-hase," echoed fore and aft 
.and file odleers and crew of the New 
lork gathered on her deck eagerly 
watching the llagship clinrn through the 
nine waters foaming white at her stern 
until she was making 1,S knots. The 
x^ew York gained rapidly ou the stranger 
until to the great delight of all on board 
the cruisor, it was evident she could 
cut off the stranger from escape. The 



crew nf the New Vork by this time were 
at their stations and the guns were 
loaded and trained. When the Spanish 
Hag was seen Hying at the stranger's 
stern a cry of delight went up from the 
blue jackets on board the New York. 

It was evident that the Spaniard was 
doing her best to get away from the 
cruiser and was heading in nearer and 
nearer to the coast, hoping to find safety 
in shallow water where the warship 
could not dare to follow her. 

GAI'TURE OF THE PEDRO. 

u hen the Spaniard was 'about three 
miles from tho shore at about a mile 
from the New York an eight inch gun 
from the cruiser's forward turret sud- 
denly belclicil out a stream of fire, ac- 
companied by a crashing report. It was 
only meant as a wjirning shot; but the 
projectile went riclioclietiiig over the 
water in dangerous proximity to the flee- 
ing nierclianlnmn. The echo of the ro- 
piirt had lianlly died away among Cuba's 
hills when the Spaniard hove to. About 
tou minutes later the New York was near 
her. In the .iistunee a few lonely look- 
ing houses could bo seen nerching on a 
while looking beach. 

A prize crew commanded by Lieut. E. 
E. Capehart and compcsod of Assistant 
Engineer Noal, four marines and a 
boats crow, all well armed, were lower- 
ed over the sitlo of the cruiser, amid ex- 
ultant choors from their comrades on 
board the Now York. They pulled over 
to tho Simiiiard, which proved to bo the 
Pe.lro, of Bilbao, an excellent prize. 

Scarcdy bad the prize crow left the 
New York fur their new command before 
a blame shot was lired from a forward 
four inch gun or |lm York. This 

w;is a signal for a steamer to the west- 
ward to stop. Thi. I.aiter was s.-urrviiig 
away, fast us the wind and water would 
lot her. Once more the New York cut 
the dark water, churning it into foam at 
her stern, and once more her four en- 
gines throbbed as if impelled bv the 
excitemoiit of the chase. Then again 
the four inch gun bellowed out its note 
of waiiiiug, this time hurling across the 
\yati.r a steel projectile as emphasis to 
tlie order to heave to. Tho second 
strange steamer came lo a stand.still .and 
was boanleil, but great was the disap- 
pointment on b.jiird the New York when 
It was found th;it sli.^ was living the Gor- 
man Hag. Ensign O. 11. Bruinby, who 
lio.aiiled the (Jermaii, reiiorted that she 
w.as a tramp steamer, the Kemns, ('apt. 
Seliwarner, of Hamburg, bound fr.ini 
H:ivaiia to Santiago do (jiiba in ballast. 

The commander of tho Item us said 
ho knew nothing of war having been de- 
clared between the United States and 
hpnm, and Ensign Brumby made the 
usual apologies* The Bemus was then 
allowed to proceed, nflor having- had a 
mure narrow eseajie than usually falls 
to the lot of SI nier.diantmai;. As the 
sun was^ si'ttiai; ili,. Y'ork returned 

to tlie I'eilro. i.).ilc lua' in tow and pro- 
ceedeii to rejoin the squad in ni. The llag- 
ship and her j)rize v.'ere aliii..st nfi; 
M.irro Castle at ab.nit 7 p.vn. iiii.I about 
siv miles nlT sh.ire. The h.irbor li'jlit of 
Havana oiild be idainly seen from Ihe 
derks of tlie llagship. wliirli during Ihe 
afteniomr had been slripjie.l f.ir ac-ti.in, 
and sliowe.l no lights at: all. baisign 
Brumby joined Eieut. (^aiiehari .m lioard 
the Pedro and the prizi; sailed for Kev 
West without an escort. The New York 
then steamed to tho northwest and event- 
ually picked III) the siiuailroii. 

'I'Al FY b'Oll OFFICEBS. 

Tn so doing a serious collision was nar- 
rowly averted. A. disiiateh boat, the 
Anita, unalde to distinguish the llagship 
in tho darkness, attempted to cross her 
hows. The New York was then under 
good headway and to the correspondent 
of the Associated Press who was on the 
bridge i'; seemed impossible to stop her 
in time. With groat presence of mind 
ICnsign Edie, the olUcor of the watch, 
sif.ntiUed lo re-^erse the engines and the 
helm hard a port, and at the same time 
blowing the signal to close the water 
tight bulkhouds. The Anita passed the 
New Y'ork's rum with about two yards to 
ypare, thanks to tho cool judgment and 
prompt action of EnaiKn Edie. 

The Admiral said to the cort«spoBdent 
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Furs for the Kiandike . . . 



FUE'HdBaa. FUR BLKEPING BAGB, HAIR SEAL WOOL 8KAL, 
BUOEdKlH SOiTri, made to order av Wholcsala Frlces. 
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yo, 71 Tt ha'rf street, Corner Jiattion Square. 

JUanwfaeturlnff JB'ttrrier, ,,. 



VAlllMAU Ol 

Victoria Transfer Co.'s Stables, llrough- 
ton Htrectj Ja27 



WALL PAI'BIl— Our success Is plicnonien- 
nl. Oct In line. Hundreds of designs, 
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previously: "I Bhall not report the block- 
ade to the secretary ot the navy until 
it is thoroughly established. This, it is 
■ ilifcely, will be to-morrow." 

The AdmiraVs plucky brush ^yith the 
Nevf York almost on the Cuban beach, 
and the satisfactory torniination, liiive 
gained now laurels for him with his al- 
ready cuthuBiastic and devoted oom- 
luaiul. „ 

Durins the concludint' features of the 
boardiug of the Pedro and the lleinus, 
the rest of the United States squadron 
had disappeared from view and tliere 
was uo one to dispute the liouor with the 
Kew Yorlt of the tirst capture lu Cuban 
waters. A newspaper boat followed her 
but was left far behind in the race. J. he 
Pauiitless, a dispatch boat of the. Asso- 
ciated Press, was the first to arrive on 
the sc'ue of action. She came up just as 
the priiie crew of the Pedro was embarlv- 
ing on board that steamer. 

FIPvST TROUBLES. 

The entire pl^n of action here is lu.t 
without danger, not ™jVu^'''' £ 

ish guns as from the diUieuities t 
manoeuvring a large squadron at 
without !;howiug any lights to the en 
eniv on shore. tlie 

Speculation is rife as to 
Spaniards are doing and as to what he> 
intend to do. It is not believed Adi ural 
Sampson will conUno /' 
a blockade of the island, » /Vj 
informed the correspondent that l i 
not expect any action to occur in the 
fmmcdiate future. It is certain how- 
ever, that a movement will be i"hde o 
Matlmzas. probably t'^-'!'"""^-,,,,)), .'f'''t 
or this will be sini|)ly m the iiatuie ot 
.'b kadc> or for the I'"n;ose o secunng 
I base of supplies, cannot yet be assert 
od with any de^'ree of "-"JJf.^o „ m ) 

K,.v Wc'^t I' la., April 24, (D.oU p.m.; 
_ Oi sig i CI ristv, with a crew of sixteen 
fro the cruiser IJetroit and four from 
he lla^iip broinrlit into l-'^.^t this n£U^- 

noon the captured ^^''''"'f'^.^oi C„ 
Cataliua, tlaptaiu Fano 3,391 to s 
which left Cadiz March <, and was 
I'luii:! from xN-ew Orleans for Biircelom^ 
via I'avana, for which latter port sue 
vas making' when taken. 'r^^^-C-^'^"^^^^ 
was captured . about l""''./"-' '^^ ; 
(Sunday) morning twelve nules lr<.i 11. - 
vana. She was taken b.v he cn isei 
Detroit. When the first sliot was l.red 
fuTr captain made a desperate effort to 
escape her pursuer an.l the <^l^^^^^ 
prolonged for eight miles. 1' inallj i. 
Llid shot brought her to. She >s curry^ 
ing a cargo of si.K thousand bundles of 
Btaves. „ 
AN ILLEGAL CAPTUllE. 

Madrid, April 24.-E1 Epocha (Con- 
• servativo) characterizes the capture ol 
the Buena Ventura as "'an act ol jnraey 
befitting a nation which has carried on 
for ithree years filibustering against 
friendly power," and says that Spain w 
appeal to the nations oC Europe against 
the act, adding: "The niniorcd intention 
of the United States to supplement their 
inoUiciont blockade by means of sub- 
marine mines would be- illegal. 

London, April :24.-It is announced in 
a dispatch from Madrid to the Evening 
News, dated last evening, that at a 
cabinet council presided over by the 
Queen Begent, on Saturday, to considc- 
tle capture of the Beuna Ventura by tlu 
cruiser Nashville, it was decided to 
claim that tl'o vessel was unlawfully 
captured, and the minister for foreign 
affairs, Senor GuUom, was instructed 
to seek the supnort of representatives 
of the foreign powers at -NLadrid. 

Madrid, April m.— There was a s.ight 
demonstration here early this lum-niiig 
and again this evening, but lliey liave 
been disjjersed. Tlie one subject of con- 
versation through the <lay has been the 
capture of the Buena Ventura prior to a 
formal declaration of hostilities or the 
lapse of the time liniit in the American 
ultimatum. The papers describe it as 
an act of piracy. 

piuv-VTEBnixr,. 

London. April 2.").— The Madrid eni- 
vcspondent ot the Daily Mail, telegraph- 
ing Sun<hiy says: '■Spain adopts priva- 
teering in fni.t. but not in name. The 
reservation in the deerei! issued means 
very little, and what the cancellation of 
agreements with the United States means 
can well be appreciated, particularly by 
Americans remaining behind in Cnba 
and those who own property there. Five 
days are granted for Auierieau vessels 
to leave Spanish ports. 

"Urgent orders have been issued for 
the niovciuent of various Spanish men- 
of-war, and vigorous action is antici- 
pated. 

"Many French ship owners and not a 
few private J'''renchiiii'n have applied 
for letters of iuar(iue against the United 
States." 

THE PHILirriNES. 

Madrid, April 24. — Advices have been 
received from Manila, Philippine Is- 
lands, to the effect that when news was 
received then" of the sailing of the Am- 
erican sfjuadron from Hongkong an im- 
posing iiopular deiiKinstration took place, 
all classes olTering their property and 
lives in ilefen- i' (if I he counlry. Tlie en- 
thusiasm is ilcscrilied as intense. * 

liumors are being circulated that the 
Philippine lilibusters are co-operating 
with the American squadron. 

A "duck" of a Connet slionld be kept out 
of the wet. 

Tlie salarv of the Kiiiu' 'if Spain Is .Sl,- 
4(111,0(10 a yelir, with a family allMwaacu Uf 
51)00,000. 

Jeremiah ("ustin, ol' IIosIuti, has alreadv 
received ,■?■_'."), Oim ns Ills share of Ihc prulits 
for translating "(juo Vadls." 

Liberia Is the only, clvlllzea countrv 
wliore clocks are almost entirely dlsiiciisell 
with. 'J'he sun rises exactly at G a.m. ami 
sets at t; i).in. ( lironglnput the year, ami Is 
vertically nvcrlioad at noon. 

Among the o<hl names of .Teffcrson conn- 
1y, iMil., are Kat Itow, I'ossmn Trol, ]}„■ 
Hull, (Joat Jlollow, Hcjl: TroiKili, Mud 1,1,.'; 
llolllo's Unn, Carpi.t Alloy, (ieiitrv's Illiiri', 
,AVash lioaril, Indian Sofa, Ualihlt H.isli 
Ten-Cent i'uiljrwog, aaiisago Itow and I'lg'.s 
Eye. 

The C!i;ir,>h ot .'^t. .Stephen, of Pldlndol- 
plila, hiiK riilKcii money lo pnr(;lias(! a farm 
of loo acres to bi> established as a iieniiaii- 
ent fre.Hh air home where the iioor cididren 
of the Blums will b-> turned oat to pasture 
Jn the summer time to roll la grass and 
Icara real bapplnesa. The church could 
Aordly make a better InTestmcnt, 

The health of Stophoa Warrington, a 
Jfantlcolce, Del., farmer. Is rermirlinble 
He in 74 .Tonrs .)M, and hIiicp the daj ot 
h\B birth has never liad a doctor prescribe 
for blm. Ue Ima noTer been sick a day an.l 
mt nerer t«ken a doee of medicine. Mr. 
iT7«rrlncton 1» « powerfHl man, weighing 
jbomt M% gonmtt, and betaj; C feet i lnche« 



ISLB OK PORTO KICO. 

Spain's Only American Colony When Cuba 
is Lost. 

(St. IjOuIs Globe-Democrat.) 

The general gossip concerning Spain and 
her provinces has searecdv touched llu? 
Island of I'orto lllco, \vhl<'h, now that 
Cuba has nimost naaaod from under the 
control of the mother country. Is the last 
remaining possession ou the Western con- 
tinent ot the empire that ouce claimed 
about 18,000,000 aquure miles of territory 
la the .\ew World. Thot I'orto Itleo -.ril! 
probably be the next to go Is considered 
certain, and lu view of the fact that more 
than one revolution has taken place on the 
Island, and the spirit ot freedom is strong 
among tlie jieople, it seems pndiable that 
the loss of i'orto Ilico to Siiuln Is not far 
distant. , , ^, 

I'orto KIco is the fourth bi size of tlie 
greater Antilles; Culm, the Island ot llaytl, 
and Jamaica each being larger. So fur as 
its lulloage is concerned, liie last „panlfih 
Island Is by uo means imposing In size, 
containing In round nnmbeis ;i,."iOO square 
miles, being somewhat less la size than 
the State ot Conneetlent, and a little larger 
than the eoaiblacd States of Deluwiire and 
Khode Isbiml. It Is less than a twentieth 
(d' tbi,' size, of the Slate of .Mlssoarl, and 
wiinld not make mm-e than a corner ot one 
of the great counties in 'I'exas. Small as 
It Is, however, It Is not <inlte so large as 
the Province of Thessaly, now in tlie pos- 
session of the Turks, but is. nevertheless, 
a valuable possession from tlie fact that it 
has some of the richest laud ou the globe, 
capable of producing four crops lu the year, 
and under proper raanagcncnt the Island 
I'ould become nn IndepcMideiit state of (con- 
siderable Importance lu that qaartcr ot the 
gbdje. 

I'orto lllco Is almost a c|niidriuigl(\ but lu 
spite of the regularity of lis e..ast, It Is 
niori' iiIiMitlfnlly snjiplled with rivers and 
small streams tluui would bi' sup]iosed, for 
on the north shore alone there are sevcai- 
teeu water courses, which, for small sea 
going vcHsels, are navigable lu each case 
several miles from the shore. The back- 
bone of the Island Is a range of inountalns 
running dlrei-tly east ami west and rising 
about l,."l)il feet almve the sea. 

Thi'ri' are uplands and lowbiiuls, pas- 
ture land, sandy bid torn and luamy bottom. 
There are districts that gi"W toliaei'o as 
line us that ot the Vaelta .Mnijo Valley In 
Cuba, while the yield of sugar from cane 
Is greater per acre In Porto Kleo tlian In 
any other sugar producing country lu the 
world. What there Is In the soli of the 
Island to cmise n greater ybdil of sugar to 
the ipilatal of eaae the chiMidsts have never 
bei'ii able to diseover, bat lertaia It Is that 
a ton of cane In I'orto Itleo will yield from 
1 to i;; i)er cent, more sugar than a similar 
amount In Illspanbda, Cuba or .lainalca. 
Som(> Idea of the value of this product to 
the Island may bo judged from the state- 
miMit that two years ago the export ot 
cane sugor from Porto Ulco was .'>4.Si;i 
tons, compared with which the next largest 
Items of export, corfcD and tobacco, are In- 
signllleant. the amount of coffee nent 
abroad being Kl.KSI tf.us and tobacco 1.S07 
teas. Those who have made a careful 
study of till' Island uailerstand. however, 
of little (if Its aviilluble ngrleullnral re- 
soiirei's have yet been ntlllzeil. and iiersmis 
competent to form a judgment do not hesi- 
tate tn assert that under pnjper (conditions 
those expiuts eoald bo Increased twofold. 
The resources of the soli of the Island are 
therefore iiractieally exhaustlcss, a fortun- 
ate circumstance, for I'orto lilci li;is 
neither mines nor mannfaetures. lei niln- 
ernl deposits of value have hen dlsenvered 
nnd the tropical cilniMte renders the iiopu- 
lathm strongly dislm.'llned to.lmbior bibor. 

Till- ellnnite ef I'.u-to lileo 1h probalilv 
more severe on iienple from the temperate 
zone than that of any otl.er of the Antilles. 
Sdiiieiuie lias ilesi-rlbed the climate of .Ma- 
drid IIS three months of winter and nine 
moat lis of slieol. and, leaving nut the win- 
ter, the deserliitlon fits Porto lUeo with 
the utmost exactness. Winter, however. 
In the tropics Is merely a coaiparativi' 
term, the dlireronee being about this, that 
In Porto Kloo during the winter time the 
stranger from a temperate zone onlv taints 
with the bent, while la summer be drops 
down dead. 'The mean winter temperature 
In I'erto Itleii is Sii degrees; the mean 
Slimmer teiiiperat lire of St. Louis In ,7ulv 
is Tti, so that the winter in I'orto Itleo Is a 
close aiiproxoiiiation to the month ot .Inlv 
lu St. i.ouls. To match a winter of this 
description a summer temperature that 
would melt lead might be anticipated, bat 
there is not tlmt differi'iiee that inlu'bt be 
expected, for (hirliii: the siinimer inoMllis 
the tlieriuonieti-r lu I'erto Klen seldniii 
rises above Imi, aTMl the bent nf the dav 
Is tempered Iiy tlie sea breezi's wbl..li Id.i.v 
fre,-l.r over every pun uf the island. The 
iiii;bts, liewever. brlii:; no relli-f fmui the 
heat for shortly after sundown the sea 
breeze falls to a calm and the area of the 
Isl.'ind Is net sulllelently great lo produce a 
bri'eze from the land, so that a nlL-bt 
spent In a Porto Uiean house gives the 
stranger the Impressliui of ludiig inipris.in- 
ed In an oven. In spite of the torrid tem- 
perature, however, the Island Is healtbv. 
The heiiltli rate ef a eiiiintry does not de- 
peiol upciii Its teiiipeniture; smiie of the 
liottest r''ul(Uis in tlie wnrld are also anicuig 
till' lienlthlest, nnd the alisence of verv 
large cities which might serve as breed- 
ing places of disease Is probably one foctor 
In the health of Porto Rico. 

'I'here Is one sint'ular thing about the 
Island In whi<di it dItTers from every otlier 
of Its size 111 the wiirlil. There are no In- 
digenous iiuadrupeds and viu'y few wild 
birds, the largest being the parrot. The 
Island makes up, however, for its liud; of 
native (juadruiieds liy the astonishing 
abundance and size of Its rats. These anl- 
niiils were mikiinwii In Porto Rico uiitl! 
iniliorted by the SpnnlardS, hut now they 
are the pest of everv household, the bane 
of eviu-y pl.'inter. fur wlille they will de- 
vour Indiserlminalely anything eatable 
tliey liave a iieaidiaiit for sii^ar and suirar 
cane, and many an unlneky |ilaiiter has 
giiiie ent to Ills tielrls In the innrnbi).' to 
discover tbut bis eiitln. crop had Iiim'II ruin- 
ed Ijy a swarm of ruts, the rode,nts gnawlim 
otV the stocks at the liDttom in order lo 
suck the Juices, for tlie Spanish rat has a 
sweet-tooth nnd knows a good thing when 
he tastes It. 

Tlie popubitlen of T'urto Itico was by tlie 
last census .si:;,'.i:;7. uf this number :iiiii.(iiin 
were iie-roes, Tli.ise wlei have vlslied the 
island are not slew lu ulllrin that tu juiii:e 
friaii the luuks of the remainder there Is 
a considerable !Hlmlxlure uf iie^rro 
blood In neiiily nil lli,. rest uf the populii- 
tluii. It Is pruhahle that the process ot 
iiin.ilgaiiiatlcui has li.id something to do 
with ibirkeuiie.' tio' Porto Ilican com- 
Iilexluii, liMt lull iiiiicli rellanc'p must not be 

pin I apeii eulur In the troples. 'I'lie 

Island Is une uf thi' few places uii earth 
where whites .-imi blacks work totrullier la 
the same lielil \vltliiiiit the supcrlur nice 
feeling that their iiss.iclutlun Is a det:reda- 
tloii. The term wurl;, however, shnuld 
be iinderstouil with the fact In mind that 
It Is used In alhisluii to tlie tropics, for 
labor In tlie tropical zone differs very ma- 
terially from the same nrtiCBl under a 
temperate sun. The day laborer under the 
eiiuator has a fitreiu;iy dellned eonvletioa 
that linieli work, like iiiiicli studv. Is n 
wenrlaess ot the llesh, luid he Is iii.nrtllv 
opposed to wearying (he Ilesli uiiiieeessiir- 
lly. A couple of Imurs In the earlv morn- 
ing, llie same .■imoiint late In the afternoon 
satlsdes the cunselence of the Porto Uicau 
laborer; during the rest of the time he 
BinokcB (iiid eats, gossips with his neighbors 
nnd Inst but not Icnst he Bleeps, for there 
Is more sleeping done on the Islantl, both 
III summer nnd In winter, than on any 
other area of BUnllnr size on the face of the 
earth. 

The Maeka In Porto Rico are not now 
Blarea, and It was a great relief to the 
IwpalaUoB betk whlta and colored, whan 



slavery came to an end, for the blacks of 
Porto lllco have always been known as the 
most turbulent, insubordinate and danger- 
ous (.slaves of any Spanish colony. During 
the'slnvery days there was scarcely n year 
In which there was not n servile hisurrec- 
tion lu some part of the island, and runa- 
way slaves formed tliemaelves Into bands 
and made every road lu I'orto Illeo dan- 
gerous. When plante rs undertook to make 
a journey of any length they always pro- 
vided ail armed escort, without which 
there was a strong probability that their 
bodies would be found Boinewhere on the 
road. The reason for the turbulence ot 
the Porto KIcau slaves, ns compared with 
the Africans In other parts ot Spanish- 
America, is peculiar as illustrating both 
tlie^'diaercncu between the negro tribes 
of .Afrlcnland the power ot lieredlty. 'J'he 
earliest Porto Rican planters were under 
the Intlucuce ot a Siinnlsb company, which 
also had larK'e iiossesslons and tnidliig 
stations on the Zulu coast, ilost ot the 
slaves sent to Porto Ulco were from the 
Zulu cinintry, and altliough great numbers 
were only children when they left the Dark 
(Continent, tile boys grew up with the same 
fearless spirit that lias always been shown 
by the men of this military race, and ns 
soon as they reached man's estate their 
turbulence manifested Itself in servile In- 
surrections. Most of the other Spanish 
eoioules were provided with negroes from 
the west coast, and of temper much more 
tractable. la consei|uence of this differ- 
ence In the temper and character ot the 
slaves, no Spanish colony has had the 
trinible with Its slaves as Porto Itleo, and 
the emaucl|)atlou was thus Imiled with as 
much satisfaction by the whites as by the 
blacks. 

Dntslde of the priucipai towns tliere is 
little to Interest the tourist in Porto Ulco. 
The blacks, who form so eouslderable an 
element ot the population, freed from the 
necessity of labor by the abundance with 
whieli nature produces everything esseii- 
thil to life, rendered by tin? heat of the 
climate averse to exertion ot any kind, live 
In a style as primitive as that of the Congo 
Valley. Gras.s huts, thnltched with jialm 
leaves and straw, form their shelter, u few 
rags their clothing. 

In the towns, besides the old-fashioned 
hiiuses, which do nut, however, differ great- 
ly from those of Spain ;tlX) years ago, there 
Is not much to attract the attiaillon of the 
eiirluus. lOvldeiiees uf a former turbulent 
state uf the cuiuitry are fuund In the 
sentry buxes of sliiiie at the corners ot the 
walls which uverlouk the pnblle siiuiires 
and at the street corners, indieatiiig wdiere 
once strict watch was kept, not only for the 
coming of iL foreign foe, but also for signs 
of doiuestlu luMirrectlon, while the old 
gates of San Juan cemetery date almost 
unek to the time of Columbus. Not tar 
from the capital is Cosa Bianco, once the 
castle and country home ot I'once de Leon, 
who ruled here In royal state, and In a 
leaden box in the cathedral are the bones 
of the man who Is now remembered iirln- 
elpally for Ids search for the fountain of 
eternal youth. 

The Islaiiil is well piovidcd with towns, 
there being seventy-three wlilch have a 
population of 1,000 and upwards. Most of 
tiiem hardly deserve the name, being mere- 
ly aggregations of huts, many grass-cov- 
ered and tlie best liouses having tile roofs. 
The capital. San .Iiiaii, has a population of 
:j;:,onLi. but it is not the largest city, being 
exceeded In size by I'once with a popula- 
tluu of ;i7,,")l.'i, and San (ierinaii, .'(n.-IM. 'I'he 
cities do not dltfer materially from towns 
of the same size In other parts of Spanlsli- 
Aiiierlea. In the harbors of all are tortl- 
eiillons now ancient, whhdi could not stand 
fur an hour against the guns ot a modern 
lleet, while around San Juan and sevcal 
of tlie otiiers are the remains of tlie walls 
erected for the protection of the cities 
during the wars with England, ITaiiee and 
the buccaneers. The forts are now almost 
In ruins, for only under the pressure uf 
strong nee(\s.slty did the Spaniards erect 
them, iir keep tlieni up, and now that the 
necessity no limger exists they are allowed 
to fall Into deeadence. An American ileei 
would have practically no Oliposltion in ue- 
cupylng any of the ports of the Island, fur 
these are defenseless. 

The earliest lilstiu-y ot Purto KIco was 
that of all the Spimish islands, discuverv. 
the exii'niilimtlun nf tli.. natives In war ur 
In slavery, the abMiiduiiinent of the Island 
by tile military ad\entiirers wliu lirst uccii- 
pled it. Its subse,|uent uccuiiuthui by acrl- 
iMilturlsts and the Impurtatlon of nejrro 
slaves to take the jiiaee of the natives. 
Porto Itleii. huwever, was a little inure un- 
furtiiniite tlian most of the uther Islands. 
r<ir the Spaniards qulekly dlseuvercd tliat 
there was no gold in lis sell and so tli .v 
went uii to the continent. The pluut?rs of 
the cMily days did not succeed In their ef- 
furts to enltlvale the laud, and the jic iple 
uf the Island were reduceit tu such poverlv 
that In the eupltal a sp.'elal dl.siien.satluii 
was ^liven for (lie eideliriitlun uf mass at 
night In uriler that the women mlu'ht at- 
tend service, anil yet not be eompidled to 
exhibit their rags in the streets In tie' 
dayilnie. During the last centurv of peace 
the piipulatiou has very mate'rlallv In- 
creased. In 1802 Porto Rico bad Iti.-f.lt'c peo- 
!;le: by 18:!0 this number had increased to 
■ ..ii.ii.sil. The Africans and the halt-bre..d 
pupiilatlon has Increased at a far inor(> 
rapid rate, however, than the white. At 
be be^'lnii';:;,- of i|,|s eentnrv there w.M-e 
but l;!,llllll slaves, Willie the fri'e hlaeks 
""'"HT^'*' l''.'""'. and the niulattoes .V, Oiri 
Ihe back population Is now estimated at 
scarcely more tluui l.-,,ii!)0. while (hp ''eul 

mmlattn'.'"'' "^'"""^ 
Politically (he Island Is under the ■janie 

[ruvleeL™','";"" other Spanish 

I.rinluees, being guverned liv Siianiards 
who come out from tlie niutlier coimirv 
with th,. sole idea of making all tliev 'Vil, 
SuMh, "''o returning- t,, 

SiMln. J he leading' planters are SiianPirds 
•vbo reside unly a small portion . f t i.^ 
.venr on the Island. Some never even lea • • 
Spain, but allow their plantations to be 
managed lu wasteful fashlun bv overseers 
Rbo'ir"*'- ""■■•efine In Port,' 

, , I !■'"'""'." '"■ I'oiitical imrest 

popuhitii ri impatient uf control, ullen huid- 

;;, rv,:.','i.'' t-^'.'V''-^'.'''''''^''^- 'j-^-bv smee tu'. 

outlueak of the Cuban war the natives of 
I orto Itleo have risen In rebellion., but on 
each oi.caslon the ellort has proved ab ir- 
1 vi>. iiiore is no reiiHon to sinipuse (h.it 
the Spanish administration will refiii i,i Its, 
ways any tnpre than In Cuba, niid the fr....- 
doui of the Island from Spanish inlsgov, ] i- 
nient is nnquestionahly an event of the 
near futurei 



The Venerable : Statesman Rapidly 
Sinkiiig: and tlie End Hourly 
ExpeiBtMi; 



British Biiiloiiiacy Secures Control 
of Chinese-Coal and 
■V Ii'ou Melds. 



Latest News From the North -Sti- 
liiuo Ahout to Open— Cor- 
fespondont Hey ward. 



The Harvard faeultv has voted lo .ii,,,! 
Ish the sia-immage fur lluwcrs iiruiiiiil il,,. 
eini trei.-a tlnie-hunurcd eiistom. wbldi 
has I.'in;; been the niusi entertaining fe.-i- 
liire ol llie (dass day perfuiananei.s Tlie 
nicii used to enter the slru-gle In fuutliall 
custumes and each was eager to get tluwei-s 
tor fair friends in the audience, .even If It 
cost a black eye. One by one the cuod old 
customs of the good old days are dlsappe.ir- 
ing from the life of American colleges. The 
Hijrvard class days exercises will be held 
this year on the ground behind Memorial 
ball. 



Loudon, April 2-4.— The niorniiig news- 
papers say that Mr. Ghidstono is sink- 
ing fast, A change for the worse was 
observcti last night nnd Sir Thomas 
Smith, surgeon e.vtraordiuary to tlu? 
Queen, was hastily summoned to llawiir- 
deu. It is considered significant that no 
bulletin was issued from Hawardcn up 
to noon and that Mr. Gladstone's family 
have lieeu siimmonc.d, 

P.eports tli.it the death of Mr. Glad- 
stone, is imiuinoiit uie cireuliitiiig to- 
night. Drs. Dohie and Bliss went to 
Uawardeu this morning and consulted 
with Drs. Hnbcrshon nnd Smith. The 
following bulletin was issued to-day at 
5 p.m.: "Mr. Gladstone's condition is 
one of increasing weakness, though he is 
more free from pain." 

London, April 2^1. — The Daily Chroni- 
cle this inorTiiii); suys the rumor tluit 
Mr. Gliidstoiio has not spoken in two 
(lays is witliout loundation. On the con- 
trary, the iitiper says, he spends much 
of his time in conversation with inoin- 
licrs of his faiiiiiy and yesterday (Sun- 
day) talked (|iiito cheerfully with his 
medical advisers. 



The Archduke Franz Verdlnand, heir 
to the ducal crown of Austria-Hungary, 
was not, in his youth, a ,very sedate 
memlior of his nice. Heforo the death of 
tlio Crown Prince Uudolph placed him 
in Ruccession of the throne, his oscii- 
ptidos were many. On one occasion, 
when out riding witli sever.il boon com- 
panions, the party stopped a country fti- 
nenil, and leaped their liorses over the 
cofUn; nnd on another, at ii convivvil 
sitting, he and his friends amused them- 
Belves .by throwing all t\ie costly family 
China oot ot the window*. 



OONOBSSIONS IN CHINA. 

Britisli Diplomacy .Secnros Control of 
li.xhaustloss Coal and L-oii Fields- 
New York, April 24.— The London cor- 
'respoiidont of the Lveniiig Post turns 
from the all-absorbing topic, the Spanish- 
American war. long enough to wire the 
following to his paper: 

"The IJritish policy of an open door, in 
pursuit of which the British government 
recently sought and still desires the co- 
operation of the United States, has this 
week made a decisive advance in North 
China. 

".V group of English capitalists, among 
w linm may be named Baron Rothschilds, 
l^tirl .Mayo and Mr. Oauston, the last 
of whom is associated with Cecil Uhodcs 
in the South African Chnrtored company, 
calling themselves a Pokin syndicate, 
have secured, after a long diplomatic 
tussle lietwceii England nnd Russia nnd 
Frtince, a sixty year concession of enor- 
mous coal nnd iron lii?lils, 2T>0 miles by 
-10. hi the Sliansi province. 

"The value of the concession may bo 
gauged by Ihe fact that Baron Ricli- 
llioen estimated that the autlirncite 
alone from it \voiil(l meet the eoiil con- 
sumption of the world for over 2,000 
years, while the British railwiiv now 
under construction through this region 
gives a new artery of free commerce in 
China nnd vastly increases' the British 
hold on North China. 

'•By sociiriiig Wel-hai-wei, British di- 
Iilomacy scored ti triumph, but mainly a 
naval triiimpli. By securing these con- 
cessions in Shansi Lord Salisbury and 
Sir Claude Macdonald. the British min- 
ister at I'ekin, have shown the reality 
of the policy uf an open door, for they 
did it: in the face of (ho most active 
opposition in liiissian diplomacy at Pe- 
kin. aided by J-'rance. 

■•With a bo'.iiitiful supply of the best 
coal on the sjiot Great Britain holds a 
(rump card in the commercial game in 
the North Pacific." 



CORRESPONDENT HEYWARD. 

Almost Rooovered From Effects of 
Northern Exposure and Return- 
ing to Civilization. 

.V pnssoger from tin? north on the 
Steamer Niiig Chow, brought ti otter 
from .Mr. .jolui W. ITeyward, the cor- 
respondent of llie Loiidiui Daily Mail, 
who was reporleil to htive been badly 
frozen on (lie ])yen tr.ail. .Mr. Ilcywari' 
has returne.l to Haines' Mission" from 
lloocliiii, 2."(l miles tiioiig (he DaKon trail 
lie is in giKid liealtli, stifferig only from 
11 few frost ;ii(es, but li.'id to ilbnndoii Iiis 
trip on iiecouiit of (he loss of his dogs. 
Before coming south he will go over the 
Dyea and Skagway trails. 

rnOM THE .STIKIXE. 

The River is Almo.st Clear of Ice»-News 
of tlic Expeditious. 

The Amur arrivwl down from Wran 
gel yesterdiy. Among lier passengers 
was Caiitaiti Nickorson^ who reports 
lliat tlie iee has almost all gone from 
the Stikine. 'i'hcri? is a siretcli from (en 
to^ fifteen miles long, bcgiiiiiiiig about 
lliirty miles iiii (he river, and when (Ills 
moves out tliere will be clear wa(er all 
!lio way up. The river is low iiiid only 
the iightest dral't steamers eaii make 
till- Iriji until hot siinsliiiie or rain brings 
up the wate:-. He e.\iieets that iiaviga- 
lioii will begin in a week and Unit lliere 
Nvill be aliiin.liiiiee of water for any of 
the steamers in (wo weeks. 

When last heard from A. ,T, McT.en- 
naii of the Klondiki} Mining, Tia.ling 
nnd Transport Corporation, had crossed 
the summit wi(h his jmrty nnd was well 
on his way to Teslin Lake. Some of the 
Mackenzie-Mann expedition were at 
Glenorii, but it was said that «iey had 
lost their tools. Some of the horses 
were on (ho hanks of the river a consid- 
erable distance below Glenora and were 
reported very short of fot>d. There are 
a number of piirties nlong the river 
waiting for the first steamer. 

(ireat comiilaiutH are mado fit Wrnn- 
gel in regard to the rates iiskod on 
freight up the river. The figure is .?45 
a ton and in consetjuonce a grout num- 
ber of persons are building their own 
boats, intending to mako the trip sp on 
ttaeii: own Meotal, 



HESOURCBS OP CUBA. 

The TroQblcd Island Described as the Most 
Variedly Fertile Bpot ou the Globe. 

Now that Cuba Is asuured of her frcedira 
It may be interesting to inquire luto. the': 
re8uiiri.'cs ot the country, and ask what.'i&ay.'' 
lie her prospects for prosperity when she 
la no longer restrained und overtaxed by 
the greedy goveriimeut of .Sjiain. The 
area of Cuba Is about -Jli.bOO sipiare inles. 
Its greatest length is 7I!U nilk-a and its 
breadth ranges from liO to 135 miles. Per 
haps there Is no space of earth the equal 
in size to Cuba that can begin to compare 
with her In the production ot those things 
that are useful to man. Antonio y Morales 
a noted authority, has prepared a table 
sliowliig the variety und quaatitles of the 
staples that can be ralBcd on a tract of 
o;i acres in Cuba. A farm ot that size In 
one year produces of pounds ot sugar, cof- 
f(!e, tobacco, cacao (chocolate), cotton In- 
digo, corn rice sage, bnniinas and yucca. 
The choicest lands lu California— noted for 
the variety and iiuantity of their products 
— cnnnof approach tlic soli ot Cuba lu this 
respect. 'Wltb its mild cliiaate, its exuber- 
ant vegetatiini and the cagerne.ss of the 
earth to resiiond to the slightest efforts- 
In the way of culture, Cuba oilers an Ideal 
home for the man in love with the agricul- 
tural life. 

The coinnierce of Cuba, even under the 
blighting rule of Spain has been great, 
in lS!);f, before the curse of war fell on the 
Ishuul, Cuba exported 718,204 tons of su- 
gar and pridueed 81.^,894 tons. Its exports 
ot molasses to the United States alone In 
that year were 7,(iol hogsheads. Of rum, 
the exports were '.l,:m pipes. In IHIK! the 
Cuban cxjiorts ot leaf tubaco were :ii;7,.S(i3 
bales. Uf nianufacturod clgiirs Il7,;j(j5,- 
UUO were exported, and of cigarettes 3l»,- 
bSl,4!i;i packages. These are only the main 
exports. They show what i ay be done 
with the exhanstiess soli and climate Of the 
land v,-lien its jieople were lu a condition Of 
virtual slavery at a time when chattel sla- 
very had been abollsiieil unlv si^ven years. 
It is an axiiuii ot ecoiioiiile science that free 
labor is indelinltely more pioduetiv.^ than 
s ave bilior, nnd the iiuliistrhil growth of 
the l;nlted States Is iiii example of tin. ex- 
pauslnn ot Industry when emeriirlse is iiu- 
hampereb by the curse of slavery and liy 
foreU;,,- political interference.* cllbX 
chiet industries are growing lu .spite of the 
drain upon her i.efore the present war be- 
gan, for in 18!M her total production of su- 
gar was l,054,:il4 tons, tin imavase of 238- 
oJO tons over the preceding yi-iir. 

Ihc natural resources of Cuba are In- 
fill t(> one may say, in variety. Of her area 
onl,v 10 per cent. Is uiidor eultlvntloii. 7 pej 
cent, is not reclalnied and 4 nei- cent Is 
under forests. Great tracts of the islind 
are practically une.xplorc.d. .She "had m 

i,.iou,iiuu. tit these hear v Due-third hiiv»- 

vai" cub.;"e "I't'^"'^'" 'l>;':'"K 'tlie pr,s"it 
„i ,T ' ' 'l «"I>l)ort In plentv a non- 

11 at on of JO,000,(JI)0. Her ' forests a ro 
stocked with the Ihicst wood la tii • world-^ 
wood several species of wbie ar ^ a V lia'^ 
as ron, turning (i,e edge of the axe ind re 
ualnlng imperishable under wn er. 'rLre 
a ■ fouui woods Invaluable for the dve 
instry, ebony, cedar, fustic, 1 neewoi^,} 

n'lny^o';^;;.r':"'';^r"'^'"^"'""' mi 
1 il .r >,.„! "''^'' varieties of 

r,Pfi rcsourcci of Cnba are great 

■nVLl*"^ m'"^''''" '"dastrles are In their In- 

M, r 1 V""*', «'b-er, luercurv (^^0 - 

er |(,.ad and all the forais of asplialtun 

As!' abt;;i^:int'={!ra?/"Jh^"r 

, "i"l's"'.'; T^' "^^'-''''^ It Is true, t 
f > ..-^'■'^ niidkscovcred, but under a 

h irXl th r'"!"" l'>to the i.s- 

men tliat Is now used and vl i,Vi Is f , ,, In 
siirlngs ami mines la givat u uiut i " 
Cuba Is ri.di in marhfe, awal i e capl- 

•1 1 i.:.^^', ' • "'-'""fnly-iM ored marble 
and jasjier „re coniiuoii. On the co.ast . i-o 

.' s,',"'',',nM''",',""';"« «"lt ami Uiero re 

while J. . ",""'*' P.unntlUes of th,- pmvVt 
White .sand, capable. of being eonverte l iVn ; 

>arlet> of the mineral wealth of Ci I ■ 

■"j'CiUiM'itiric's 

copper ^ mineancse nndSs^ 

As a pastoral country, Cuba wa.q more 
pr.aluctive a century a;;i) than she Is noT 
but her pastures are broad and rbdi, ami 
lie possibilities are iiiilliiilted. Cuba wi 
her grand natural pastures, was just be 
^l h",'"i; '""■"""> i'Uil Devon- 

shire stock when the 10-year war desolated 

Tb'e'';n'i'r,l,r^; " Mry. 

■o,' r . r of acres of free laud in Cuba 
, le ready for the agriculturist, the cattle, 
.Jhej.p and Iiog.falser, tlie cotton a nii 
fruitgrower, the miner and th,. rt'duelng 
plant, nnd even for tlie silk.growe ■ and 
niaiiufacturer. The tiiiiih,.rry I ree g,-, ws }(> 
perfection ii (he island. Sill;-worn • .a,- 
cording (o Dr. Aulier, are more pn li e In 
uba l.an In any (dher country or the face 
o t le u'lobe. Il,>re Is a land prepared to 

bb o the ha|i|,i„ess of the w.orId; waiting . 

to blosoiu into a garden and to swArm with 
population; to develope almost everv 
of peace: to be converted Into an indus- 
libil microcosm in the niaehoeosm ot (Ik> 
world at large Cuba Is waiting the hour 
when the caidtallst, assori'il of ncMce anil 
nnliiterruiited u-rowtli, niiiv saf'.lv enter 
and n.ar the harvi.st wlili'li nature has 
pn.jiared for man In the misruled, throttled 
and negli.cted I'earl of the .Viitllles. 



rielietive Pnlnier. of the eitv police, 
arrcsti'ij a siispecli.d pickp.ick(.t at the 
<;. P. .\. dock last (.veiling, the siip|)osed 
lii:lil-tiii-(.rer stranger being well eipiip- 
ped with (.niergeni.y lilsgiiises, niid hav- 
ing a Cdiisiderable siiiii in small moiiev 
111 his jioekets. .Anyone who lias been 
contributing uuiiitontionally to the 
wealth'Of some one else would do wisely 
by communicating with the police 



The (iermaii ].hnpress Ims acrepled (he 
invitation at (Jiieen Vii.toriti (o speml a 
[uirt of the summer in Aliergpldie Castle 
111 iScotlunil. She is in iioor health and it- 
is tliouglit (hat Scotch tiir will do her 
good. 



At llie (iin(> of the Virginius niTair 
(.en. Grant liiid formed n plan of invas- 
ion of Spain. In case war with Siiaiii 
had then been decliircil it was his pur- 
pose to s(.iid (!en. Slii>riilan with an 
army of .^0,000 veterans to Spain with 
Ihe intention of making a forced march 
upon Madrid, and would huve sent aft(>r 
this iirmy another of 300,000 men with 
convoys, transports, and all the material 
necessary for the support of that army, 
draiit had the utmost confidence in the 
success of that plan, chiefly because he 
had an army ot vetenin.f who Ijad re- 
cently served in the civil war, and he- 
had n commandor of genius, Sheridan, 
and other commanders of great abllltj- 
and of an experience tliat besaii; in ISdlL 
and ended i» ises. . « « *ov*- 



Liall anti ln.spect the Stock. 



furs for the KlondiKe ^ . 



M. GUTMANJSr 



Hnrff^k^N^RiuT? »LF3?:piNa BAGS, hair seat, wool skal, 

BnCKtJklN aUlT.S, made to order ai Wliolesale Prlecs. 

A'o. 71 rtharf Street, Corner JlaaUon Bquare. 
Manufaeturing JFwrrief. 



CAULOAU of Klondike horses for sale at 
Victoria Transfer Co.'s Stables, Urough- 

tiin street^ ja'JT 



■WALIj I'AI'EIl— Our Hucccs.t Is pbenoinen- 
al. Get In line. Hundreds of designs, 
from -liyic up. Uooni 1, 00 YatCH .St., up- 
stairs. ■ • apli) 



IF yOUU IJOUSK rc(iulrcs paint the best 
is cheapest. Melloi's I'nro Mixed PnInt 
sneaks for Itself, si.50 per gallon. J. W. 
Mellor, Port Street. up 7 



I'arlor Set, 
and Sldi' X 
I-iainp, Hull j 
Itooiii Furnij 
Drape, Cut 
Jars, cook s 
lalf. 

WAG GONE' 
TOOLS, 

Suitable f 



